Conjunctivalization of Meibomian glands following cryosurgery for basal cell carcinoma of the eyelid.
Cryosurgery on the eyelids destroys the cellular elements in the frozen region, but preserves the collagenous supporting structures. Cells from the neighborhood colonize this framework during wound healing. The Authors describe a peculiar change in the Meibomian glands, which obviously developed by this mechanism in a lid treated by cryotherapy for a basal cell carcinoma. The collagenous lodges of the Meibomian glands, denuded of their sebaceous cells by the therapy, were epithelialized by ingrown conjunctival epithelium. This situation seems to promote the spread of and maintain acute and chronic exogenous inflammation in the tarsal plate.